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The Senate met at 2:15 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ROB
PORTMAN, a Senator from the State of
Ohio.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, help us to so live that
the generations to come will know of
Your mighty acts.

Today, guide our Senators in the
path You have created, inspiring them
with the potency of Your powerful
presence. May they trust You in times
of adversity and prosperity, knowing
that they will reap a productive har-
vest if they persevere. Lord, keep them
from underestimating the power of
Your great Name, inspiring them never
to forget that nothing is impossible
with You. Give them the wisdom to
solve the hard problems of our times
and grace to live in harmony with one
another.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2016.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable ROB PORTMAN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Ohio, to perform the
duties of the Chair.
ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mr. PORTMAN thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Delaware.

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

——————

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday we had another opportunity to
move the energy security and water in-
frastructure funding bill forward, and I
was disappointed to see it stalled once
again.

I wish to reiterate what Senator
ALEXANDER, the chairman of the En-
ergy and Water Subcommittee, said.
Advancing this funding bill is impor-
tant—not only for policy but also for
process. Members worked in committee
and arrived at a bill they reported out
unanimously. Many more Members had
their voices heard on the floor, where
we processed 17 amendments from both
Democrats and Republicans.

Now, after much research, debate,
and input from both sides, we are al-

most ready to move this bill across the
finish line. We have one outstanding
issue to address. It is the amendment
authored by Senator COTTON, and we
will have a vote on it no later than to-
morrow. Senator COTTON was rightly
concerned about the administration’s
recent announcement that it would
purchase so-called heavy water from
Iran, so he filed an amendment that
would keep the funds we are appro-
priating through this bill from being
spent on future heavy water purchases
from that country.

Let me repeat that point. This
amendment does not impact the cur-
rent heavy water agreement. Instead,
it aims at preventing future funds from
going to Iran—funds that country
could use to procure ballistic missiles
or air defenses that could be used
against us or our allies.

I agree with Senator COTTON’s objec-
tive, and I will be supporting his
amendment, which aims to keep Amer-
icans safe. But regardless of Members’
positions on this issue, we will each
have an opportunity to have our opin-
ions count with a vote. Whether or not
Senators support the amendment, this
is the way the process works.

The amendment is a restriction on
the use of funds—clearly a matter re-
lated to the use of appropriated funds.

No matter how Senators choose to
vote on this amendment, we all know
the importance of moving forward with
this Energy and Water appropriations
bill.

I leave colleagues with one last point
offered by Senator ALEXANDER yester-
day. This energy security and water in-
frastructure funding bill is one that
“virtually every Senator in this body
has some interest in,” and passing it
would help us ‘‘set a good example for
the other 11 appropriations bills.”

We will soon have the opportunity to
keep moving forward.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.
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